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Today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom praises 
God saying, “But you have mercy on all, because 
you can do all things; and you overlook the sins of 
men that they may repent.”  In today’s Gospel, Zac-
chaeus, the chief tax collector who cheated those he 
collected taxes from, wanted to see Jesus.  Zacchae-
us was not a tall man and could not see Jesus be-
cause of the crowd between him and our Lord.  So, 
Zacchaeus dropped everything that he was doing to 
climb up a tree to see Jesus from a distance.  Do we 
ever find ourselves feeling as if we are up a tree, 
like Zacchaeus, distantly observing Jesus as He 
walks by, wishing that we could just get closer to 
Him?  
  
Why would we be looking from a distance?  We 
should never be afraid to come closer to Jesus.  
What did Zacchaeus want when he heard that Jesus 
was coming by?  He wanted the joy of freedom 
from his sins.  Isn’t that what we want?  What kind 
of sinner do you think Zacchaeus was?  History 
tells us that the chief tax collector of Jericho would 
likely be the most hated man in the community.  
This is what makes the decision of Jesus to stop, to 
 talk, and to invite Himself to the house of Zacchae-
us so remarkable.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Jesus goes out of His way to seek this lost sheep.  
However, this requires the cooperation and courage 
of the sinner, and we see this cooperation and cour-
age in Zacchaeus.  In a real and concrete way, he 
lets go of his sinful past.  He does not only use 
words, but he intends to act upon his conviction.  
Zacchaeus is willing to bankrupt himself financial-
ly to correct his wrongs.  He is effectively bank-
rupting himself of sin.  He puts that which leads 
him to sin out of business.  
  

We are both encouraged and challenged by Zac-
chaeus’ story.  We are encouraged by the fact that 
we can never be so lost, so sinful that we cannot 
respond to the constant call of God for repentance, 
conversion and His forgiveness.  We are challenged 
to look at our own lives and determine what is fuel-
ing our desire for sin and then to put it out of busi-
ness.  We must file bankruptcy in that area and re-
spond to our call to a life of holiness.  

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.” 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

God of the spirits and of all flesh, 

who have trampled death and annihilated the devil 

and given life to Your world, may You Yourself, 

O Lord, grant to the soul of Your deceased servants  

SK David Martin and SK Tim Matthews, III, 

rest in a place of light, a verdant place, a place of freshness, 

from where suffering, pain and cries are far removed. 
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November is Black Catholic History Month. Many forget that Christianity did not start in 
Europe. This month, we honor the men and women from Africa who have to lead the way 
by driving their faith into action. Black Catholics have had an enormous impact on the his-
tory and traditions of Christianity. Apart from celebrating the Feast of All Saints, the month 
also holds special days for two outstanding African Catholics: St. Augustine, (birthday is 
celebrated on November 13), and St. Martin de Porres, whose feast day is on November 3. 
Three Black popes: Saints Victor I, Melchiades, and Gelasius I—were born in Africa and 
led the early church though much chaos. There are many Black Catholic saints (Monica of 
Hippo, Augustine of Hippo, Perpetua, and Felicitas, to name a few) whose faith in action 

has helped shape the church into what it is today. 
 

Placing faith into action should be the goal of every brother Knight. While Knights are known for numerous 
charitable activities in their parishes and communities, some have paid the last sacrifice as martyrs for the faith, 
and others have been remembered for their heroic virtue. There are Knights, whose reputation for charity and 
sanctity has been noticed by the Church and are in the process of beatification and canonization. Venerable Fa-
ther McGivney, the founder of the Knights of Columbus, is on track for canonization. 
 

Other notable knights are Monsignor Bernard John Quinn, who fought against the rise of nativism and racism 
in the 1920s and established the first parish for black Catholics in the Diocese of Brooklyn. Other remarkable 
knights whose cause of canonizations are in progress include Father Flanagan of Nebraska’s Boys Town, a 
center for orphans and others in need, to “save boys from being the derelicts of tomorrow.” Father Patrick Pey-
ton, the “Rosary Priest,” whose famed motto: “The family that prays together, stays together.” Carlos Manuel 
Rodríguez, Archbishop Fulton Sheen, the Six Mexican Martyrs, and St. Rafael Guízar y Valencia (the “bishop 
of the poor”). These brother knights strived to be a saint, and exemplify what Knighthood is all about. They are 
examples everyday Knights can turn to and pray to, asking for their intercession. Remember brothers, “The 
saints did not all begin well, but they ended well.” St. John Vianney. 
  

“Fear not, I am with you; be not dismayed; I am your God. I will strengthen you, and help you, and uphold you 
with my right hand of justice.” 

Isaiah 41:10 

Grand Knight Report 
    Fidelis Ajudua, Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 

Trail Blazer 
 

SK Gerry K. Anderson is a council trailblazer. 
 

He servers as the council’s Recorder, and has served 
as such for the past two council administrations. 

 

Gerry has been a member of Fletcher Council since 
February 1995.  He achieved his Sir Knight status as a 
member of the 4th Degree, Bishop James E. Walsh As-

sembly 1548, in March 2007. 
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As I look back at the month 
of October, we had many 
successful events thanks to 
the dedication of many indi-
viduals.  Our first event of 
October was the State Tour, 
the “Fall Foliage Cruise!”  
Forty-three Knights and 
friends boarded the Gran-
deur of the Seas in Balti-
more for a 9-Day cruise en-

compassing Boston, Portland, Bar Harbor, St. John’s 
and Halifax.  As many of you may have heard, 
Mother Nature, having a mind of her own, caused a 
few changes to our plans and instead of a normal 
cruise, it became an ADVENTURE!  All-in-all, a 
great time was had by all.  My thanks to our Tour 
planner, MaryAnn Caguin, for a tremendous job and 
most especially, for bringing along our “surprise” 
shipmates……PSD John Albright and his daughter 
Ann. 
 

The Columbus Day celebrations kicked off with a 
little bit of a change in Baltimore.  Due to the lack of 
funding, the annual Columbus Day Parade had to be 
cancelled this year.  In its place, the Italian Commu-
nity of Little Italy pulled together and included the 
Columbus Day celebration with their annual Italian 
Festival on October 6th. My thanks to State Secre-
tary, Vince Grauso, for filling in for me at the 
wreath laying ceremony that day.  On October 12th, 
we held our annual Columbus Day Ball.  The Ball 
was a complete sellout and I want to personally 
thank everyone that attended and made it the success 
it was.  I also want to thank all of the Chairmen (and 
their ladies) for all of their hard work and dedication 
to the success of this premier event.  Congratulation 
to our Incentive Raffle Chairmen for another suc-
cessful raffle.  This year, the total number of tickets 
sold tallied over 190,000 tickets sold.  On Monday, 
October 14th, we concluded the Columbus Day  
weekend with the celebration and wreath laying cer-
emony in Washington, DC at Union Station.  The 
weekend weather was absolutely spectacular!  One 
very special group of Knights that truly deserve our 
unending gratitude, are our Sir Knights from our 
Color Corps.  They turned out in force to add the 
pomp and dignity that each of these events so warm-
ly deserve.  Thank you, Sir Knights!! 
 

 

 
Looking at the month of November, we begin the 
month by celebrating All Saints Day on November 
1st and All Souls Day of November 2nd.  During this 
month, the State Council, Chapters and, Councils 
will hold special “Memorial Masses” to remember 
those that have gone on before us during the past 
year.  The State Memorial Mass will be held on 
Sunday, November 17th, beginning at 2pm with the 
reading of the names of those members, their ladies 
and members of the ladies Auxiliaries who were 
called home this past year.  The Mass and reception 
will be held at Holy Family Parish located at 12010 
Woodmore Road, Mitchellville, MD. Please remem-
ber to send in your necrology for the State Memorial 
Mass to Jim Duryee at J_DURYEE@hotmail.com.  
  
Speaking of losing members, we must remember 
that taking care of the widow and children was the 
vision of the Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney and this vision, we must continue.  
Please help us to keep these ladies a part of our 
KofC Family.  Please email or call our Widow’s 
Chairman, Dick Bissell, when a member is called 
home to be with the Lord so that he can prepare and 
mail a “Widows Card” to the widow of that de-
ceased member.  Should a widow ever reach out to a 
council for help or, just a shoulder to lean on, we 
also have a Widow’s Support Team.  Jan McGinley 
and Susan Marsch, both widows, stand ready to of-
fer support to widows.  
 
In closing, please remember that  when we put our 
Faith into Action, we are truly Serving Christ by 
Serving Others! 
 
On behalf of Linda, myself, the State Officers and 
Ladies, Executive Staff, Directors and Chairmen, 
we wish you a very Happy and Blessed Thanksgiv-
ing! 
 

Vivat Jesus, 
 
Dale W. Trott 
State Deputy 
 
 

 

STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT 
Dale W. Trott 

mailto:J_DURYEE@hotmail.com
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          District #4 
                        

 
 District Deputy: Michael P. Akpan 

Email: mpakpan@gmail.com                                                    Phone301-249-0130 
 

As we enter the second quarter of the fraternal year, please know that it is never too late to 
connect with your pastor and include him in your planning of fraternal activities. Rosa 
 

Rosary Prayer Services 
 

Encourage councils to build faithful families and communities by promoting devotion to the 
rosary. Build faithful families and communities through rosary prayer. The Knights of Co-
lumbus Rosary Program encourages councils to promote devotion to the rosary in families 
and parishes by scheduling regular rosary prayer services. Kits with rosary rings, rosary pray-

er guides and leader books are available for councils to order. This program encourages devotion to Mary, the 
patroness of the Knights of Columbus, and emphasizes the importance of prayer in community and as a family. 
The Rosary Program encourages councils to schedule regular rosary prayer services on any day of the week, at 
any time of the year, with the guidance of their pastor. Councils should personally invite each family of the 
parish and offer attending families a copy of A Scriptural Rosary for the Family from the Knights of Columbus 
Catholic Information Service. Councils should encourage families to read this booklet and learn how their faith 
can be strengthened through a devotion to Our Lady, while praying the rosary at home together regularly.  
 

Food for Families  
 

Help end hunger in communities across North America. Many in our communities are struggling through hard-
ship and unable to provide food for their families. The goal of Food for Families is to ensure that as few as pos-
sible go to bed hungry each night. 49 million people in America need help putting food on the table. In 2018, 
Knights of Columbus councils donated nearly 11 million pounds of food and $9.6 million through the Food for 
Families program. With the holiday season fast approaching, we encourage you to organize a Thanksgiving 
food drive, place a food collection box in your local parish, or partner with a local food pantry like Catholic 
Charities.  
 

The Knights of Columbus are committed to helping end hunger through the Food for Families Program, which 
has donated millions of dollars and millions of pounds of food to the cause. Council and parish families will 
raise funds to support their local food pantries, food banks and soup kitchens. maximum of $500 per council 
per fraternal year. Though in-kind donation of food is valuable, leaders of hunger-relief organizations often 
comment that financial contributions can be stretched even further and allow nonprofits to procure the exact 
items needed by the organization and its clients.  
 

 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
Michael P. Akpan 

     

Please, Remember In Your 
Prayers 

 
        

                 Members Who Are Ill 

                             

          James Shorter    John Queen     Bob Sistare 
   

William Tolbert      Charles Ratcliff 
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

 

There have been times in our coun-
try’s past when uninformed or prej-
udiced people questioned whether 
Catholics could be good citizens or 
honest public servants. That’s why 
Father McGivney chose the name 
“Columbus” for our Order — be-
cause the discoverer was the Catho-
lic figure from American history 
most admired and accepted at the 
time. In fact, from our founding in 
1882, until the election of Brother 

Knight John F. Kennedy in 1960, many still held that Catholics 
were unfit for public office. Throughout that time, the Knights of 
Columbus worked to counter such prejudice. 
 

Sadly, it seems that in some quarters, this prejudice remains. First, 
in 2017 a Notre Dame law professor was deemed unfit for a federal 
judgeship by a United States Senator who feared that “the dogma 
lives loudly within you.” Now, two more senators have questioned 
a Brother Knight’s fitness for the federal bench precisely because 
our Order holds firm to the Church’s teachings on the sanctity of 
life and marriage. 
 

Such attacks on the basis of our Catholic faith are hardly new. The 
Knights of Columbus was formed amid a period of anti-Catholic 
bigotry. We stood against that then, and we do so now. We have 
spoken out against persecution around the world for nearly a centu-
ry. At the same time, here at home we stood against the Ku Klux 
Klan, including its attempts to ban Catholic education, and we pub-
lished books on the black and Jewish contributions to American 
history decades before the Civil Rights movement. More recently, 
we stood with the Little Sisters of the Poor in their fight for reli-
gious liberty and have worked with both the Obama and Trump 
administrations — and both sides of the aisle in Congress — to 
help Christians, Yazidis and Shi’a Muslims targeted for genocide 
by ISIS. 
 

From our very beginning, the Knights of Columbus has been an 
organization adhering to the teachings of the Catholic Church. As 
with the Church, our primary motivation in everything is Christ’s 
great commandment, that we love God completely and our neigh-
bor as ourselves. 
 

As the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church explains, 
“Jesus Christ reveals to us that ‘God is love’ and He teaches us that 
‘the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the 
transformation of the world, is the new commandment of love.” 

 

This love impels us to our great charitable endeavors on behalf of 
those in need. From inner cities in the United States to refugee 
camps in the Middle East our Order’s donations over the last dec-
ade — more than one billion dollars and hundreds of millions of 
hours in volunteer work — are the result of this faith. 
 

These works of charity have practical impacts that transform lives 
as we help people here at home and around the world. Our charity 
helped typhoon victims in the Philippines rebuild their lives and 
livelihoods; it brought prosthetics and rehabilitation to thousands of 
Haitian youth after the earthquake there; it puts coats on poor, cold 
children in some of our country’s most impoverished neighbor-
hoods each winter; it gives wheelchairs to those who otherwise 
could not afford them in countries like Vietnam and Mexico; and it 
provides education, housing and medical care to AIDS orphans in 
Africa. 
 

 

 

This love also motivates us to stand with the Church on the im-
portant issues of life and marriage, precisely because the Church’s 
teaching reflects and is based on that love. We stand with our 
Church because we believe that what our faith teaches is consistent 
with reason, is timeless and transcends the changing sentiments of 
any particular time or place. 
 

We do not stand alone. 
 

In his first message to our international convention, Pope Francis 
asked “each Knight, and every Council, to bear witness to the au-
thentic nature of marriage and the family, the sanctity and inviola-
ble dignity of human life, and the beauty and truth of human sexu-
ality.” 
 

And our positions on life are not new. My two predecessors as 
supreme knight spoke out forcefully to defend the rights of the 
unborn. In 1973, Supreme Knight John McDevitt wrote that Roe v. 
Wade was “a mortal blow to all who consider human life sacred.” 
He urged the Order “to initiate or increase efforts to offset the 
harmful effects of this lamentable decision.” 
 

My immediate predecessor, Virgil Dechant, said in 1977: “With 
some 1.2 million unborn babies being killed by abortion each year 
in the United States alone, we are confronted with an outrage 
against human life paralleled only by the ravages of a bloody war.” 
 

Simply put, our positions are now, and have always been, Catholic 
positions. 
 

We must remember that Article VI of the U. S. Constitution for-
bids a religious test for public office, and the First Amendment 
guarantees our free exercise of religion, freedom of association 
and freedom of speech. Any suggestion that the Order’s adherence 
to the beliefs of the Catholic Church makes a Brother Knight unfit 
for public office blatantly violates those constitutional guarantees. 
 

Let us continue to express our love of God and neighbor by help-
ing those in need and by standing with our Church, regardless of 
the popularity of doing so. Let us remember that our “Christian 
witness is to be considered a fundamental obligation.” [iii] 
 

Let us also remember that, from our founding, we have embodied 
the truth that a good Catholic is a good citizen who shows civility 
and dignity even in the face of prejudice. 
 

As we approach 2020, Dorian and I wish you a new year filled 
with the joy and wonders of His love. Thank you as well for all the 
many ways in which you have brought joy into the lives of mil-
lions around the world. May the inspiration of our founder prompt 
us to greater confidence in that love and encourage us to even 
greater works of charity. 

 
Fraternally, 
 
Carl A. Anderson 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        240-701-2415 

OUR PRODUCTS 7 SERVICES 
AFFORDABLE PROTECTION FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES 

 
The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of top-quality products to our 

members and their eligible family members. 
 

          Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life 
 

          Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs 
 

          Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for the Rest of Your Life.  
          Guaranteed. 
 

            Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. Prepare for the Fu-
ture.  
 

Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury 
 

VALUABLE ASSISTANCE AND PROGRAMS FOR 
CATHOLIC FAMILIES 

 

In addition to our line of products, the Knights of Columbus provides extensive 
services to members and their families: 
 

Survivor Benefits 
 

Our agents are there for members and their families to help them in the after-
math of the loss of a loved one. 
 

Fraternal Benefits 
 
In addition to our products, the Knights of Columbus offers Family Fraternal 
Benefits that can help our members facing unique needs. Many of these benefits 
are unique to the Knights of Columbus and some are free. These benefits in-

clude: guaranteed life insurance benefits for uninsurable children; death benefits available for stillborn or 
miscarried children; orphan benefits; and member/spouse accidental death benefits. 
 

Personalized Services 
 

     A Comprehensive, Complimentary Financial Analysis 
 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary insurance and retirement needs analysis 
through their local field agent. Our agents – who are also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a 
proven industry analytical tool that helps our members identify their risks and goals. 
 

     End-of-Life Planning 
 

The Knights of Columbus Personal Planning Workbook is a no-cost tool available exclusively through your 
Knights of Columbus field agent.  
 

The 34-page book is a comprehensive planning guide that will enable you to record personal information, 
identify personal wishes, and supplement legal documents. 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/insurance/whole-life.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/insurance/term-life.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/insurance/annuities.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/insurance/long-term-care.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/insurance/disability-income.html
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BISHOP McNAMARA CHAPTER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. - Past Chapter President 

                                     vhawkinsjr@aol.com                                           301-336-0284 
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Congratulations to our five new 4th Degree members from the October 19, 2019 52nd 
Exemplification. They are as follows: SK Lester O. Dockery of St. Pius X Council, 
Romanus N. Onye of Mother Seaton Council, Christopher O. Baker and Kenneth F. 
Akumbu of James C. Fletcher Council, and Anus Momoh of Father Kidd Council. 
Welcome to the Bishop James E. Walsh Assembly!!  

The Priest and Nuns Appreciation Dinner was held on October 24, 2019 at Sarto Hall. 
Members of the Walsh Assembly were the servers for the Priests and Nuns. There was 
very good participation from the Assembly with 14 volunteers. Thank you so much for 
coming out to assist. The Priests and Nuns really enjoyed the event.  

The Walsh Assembly made school supplies donations on Monday, October 28, 2019. 
Donations were given to William Paca Elementary School and Dodge Park Elementary School of Landover, 
Maryland. The school principals were very excited and happy to receive the donated school supplies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Day holiday falls on our meeting day, Monday November 11, and there are meeting changes. Our 
November meeting will be Tuesday, November 12, at the regular time. Refreshments will be served at 
6:30pm and the meeting will begin promptly at 7pm. Please note this change for your meeting calendar.  

A special appreciation goes out to our Color Corps Commander and all the Color Corps members. Your par-
ticipation in all the numerous events around the area is recognized and appreciated.  

Happy Thanksgiving to all!!!!  

                                                           VIVAT JESUS!  

                                                John O. Grier  
                                                           SK John O. Grier 
                                                           Faithful Navigator  

WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 

John O. Grier - Faithful Navigator 
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1. Peace 
We live hectic lives in a chaotic world and this can 
lead to confusion that fogs the mind, unsettles the 
soul, and leads to poor decisions. Amidst all this cha-
os and confusion, our souls yearn for peace and clari-
ty. When we pray the Rosary, there is just something 
about the Rosary that settles our hearts and minds. It 
reaches deep down into our souls and puts us at ease 
which creates peace. 
 

2. Perspective 
Do you ever feel like stepping back from the world? 
Do you ever feel like taking a nice, long, extended 
break from your daily commitments and responsibili-
ties? By praying the Rosary, we get to step back 
from who we are, where we are, and what we’re do-
ing, and reassess who we are and what on earth we 
are doing. The Rosary provides a great way to do 
that; as well as, it allows us to leave the world behind 
for awhile and get some perspective.  
 

3. Always What We Need 
The Rosary is ever fresh, ever new, and deeply per-
sonal. Every time we pray it, we can have a com-
pletely different experience than we did yesterday or 
last week. Of course, the Rosary doesn’t change, but 
we do. Our questions change. Our struggles and con-
cerns change. Our faith and doubts change. Where 
we are in our journey with God changes. The Rosary 
provides the context, the format, and the process for 
God to speak to us about all these things. 
 

4. Mother Mary 
Nobody sees the life of a child the way that child’s 
mother does—not even the father. This is Mother 
Mary’s perspective of Jesus’ life. She has a unique 
perspective which every genuine Christian, not just 
Catholics, should have – and not just interested, but 
fascinated about. Remember that in the Rosary, we 

ponder the life of Jesus through the eyes of his Moth-
er Mary.  
 

5. Awareness 
Being aware of what is happening inside, around us, 
and to us, is one of the most incredible gifts God can 
give us. One of the rarest gifts that awareness freely 
gives us is the ability to see things as they really are. 
The many ways we can pray and reflect with the Ro-
sary help us grow in awareness. 
 

6. Epic Moments 
When we pray the Rosary, we reflect on some of the 
most epic moments in history. For example, the An-
nunciation was Mary’s moment …the moment when 
her “yes” changed the world. Imagine what would 
have happened if Mary had said no? And be mindful 
that there are 20 of these moments in the different 
mysteries of the Rosary. Indeed, the Rosary is like an 
ancient treasure map which has led countless men 
and women from all walks of life to the treasures of 
peace, joy, clarity, and contentment. 
 

7. Slow Down 
Praying the Rosary regularly encourages us to slow 
down, which in turn should encourage us to live life 
at a different pace than the rest of the world. We 
learn from Mary how to look at an experience, hold 
it in our hearts, and ponder what it means for our 
lives. The Rosary will teach us to be 100% present to 
whoever and whatever is in front of us at any given 
moment. 
 

8. Community 
When we come together, great things can happen - 
even much greater things can happen when we come 
together to pray the Rosary. The Rosary has the pow-
er to impact the lives of our loved ones, our commu-
nities, and our nation. What can we pray for? We can 
pray for the needs of our families and friends. We  

Continued on Following Page 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, Deputy Grand Knight 

pmethodius@yahoo.com                                          301-326-9142 

Ten Reasons to Pray the Rosary 
 

Catholics are always encouraged to pray the Rosary at all times. As such, praying the Ro-
sary is not new to Christians in general. In reality, it is highly recommended as a way of 
“Catholic life”; most especially, since this year has been declared by Pope Francis as the 
“Year of Divine Mercy”.  
 
But why do we pray the Rosary? Of what significance is the Rosary? …simply put, what 
are reasons for praying the Rosary? Here are 10 (Ten) reasons to pray the Rosary: 
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Continued From Previous Page 
 
We can pray for our communities, for our cities and 
neighborhoods, for our schools and churches, and for 
the hungry, lonely, and sick. We can pray for our na-
tion, our leaders, and our troops. Praying the Rosary 
can bring peace to a troubled world, healing to bro-
ken hearts, and clarity to those in chaos. 
 
9. The-Best-Version-of-Ourselves 
Praying the Rosary helps us look at who we are and 
challenges us to become a-better-version-of-
ourselves. We become intimately familiar with the 
better person we know we can be - a better friend, a 
better parent, a better spouse, a better child and sib-
ling, a better employer and leader, a better citizen of 
this country, and a better member of the human fami-
ly. 
 

10. Healing 
Who doesn’t need their history healed? Who doesn’t 
want to be rescued from the turbulence and anxiety 
of modern life? Who doesn’t want their soul healed? 
Every time you pray the Rosary, Jesus welcomes you 
into his life and you welcome him into your life. 
Bring him your deepest pains and struggles, and let 
him heal the hurt. Only great things can happen when 
we invite Jesus into our life. 
 
Oh yes, I venture to say, there is something about the 
Rosary that settles our hearts and mind. The Rosary 
reaches deep down into our souls and puts us at ease, 
creating a peace that is rare and so beautiful! That 
said, would you pray the Rosary today and more of-
ten? 
 
Vivat Jesus 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, Deputy Grand Knight 

pmethodius@yahoo.com                                          301-326-9142 

 

For a child in need, getting a warm winter coat can 
make a world of difference. Fletcher Council has 
recognized the needs of children in its community 
who are in need of winter coats - coats that are a ne-
cessity in the harsh winter months. 

So, Fletcher Council has been an activity participant 
in the Knights of Columbus Coats for Kids program, 
acquiring and distributing coats of various sizes and 
styles to children in need in the Prince George’s 
County community. 

Coats for Kids is just one of the many initiatives of 
the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422, Knights of 
Columbus. Our charity endeavors will continue. Join 
us, your help is needed. 
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FAITH ACTIVITIES 
Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 

Brothers, this month's church calendar is full of services and activities council 
members are encouraged to attend. Friday, November 1 is All Saints Day, a Holy 
Day of Obligation. As we are all on our way to sainthood, this feast assists us by 
giving us examples of those faithful believers whose lives we attempt to emulate. 
All Souls Day is Saturday, November 2. A special Remembrance Mass in honor of 
those St. Joseph parishioners who passed on to glory this past year will be celebrat-
ed at 5 p.m. The Youth Ministry will hold its annual Black Catholic History Month 
Program, "When the Saints Go Marching In" on Sunday, November 10 from 
1:00 - 3:00 P.M. in the Rosemont Room.  
 

Fletcher Council is sponsoring the Silver Rose Prayer Service hosted by our As-
sociate Chaplin Father Robert P. Boxie III on Tuesday, November 12 after the 7 
P.M. Mass. Council members should attend in their uniforms. Knights Sunday is 

November 17 at the 11:00 Mass. Council members will serve all the ministry positions during mass. The An-
nual Harvest Day Mass is Sunday, November 24 at 11:00 A.M. Parishioners and their families may present 
their food and monetary donations to the altar during the offertory procession. Finally, the Thanksgiving Day 
Mass is Thursday, November 28 at 10:00 A.M. Brothers, please plan on attending one or all of these services 
of thanksgiving and remembrance with your families.   
 

"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think of 
these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the God 
of peace will be with you.    Phillipians, 4, vs. 8,9. 

The Columbian Squires is a leadership development program for Catholic young men, 10-18 
years old. There are about 25,000 Squires in over 1,500 local units, called circles, throughout 
the United States, Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, the Baha-
mas and Guam. 
 

The Squires is a youth organization of the Knights of Columbus. The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Squires Cir-
cle is located at St. Joseph Church under auspicious of the James C. Fletcher, Council. 
 

The Squires program is designed to develop young men as leaders who understand their Catholic religion, 
who have a strong commitment to the Church and who are ready, willing and capable of patterning their lives 
after the Youth Christ. 
 
A Squires circle must be sponsored by a council or assembly, but is run by and for young men, under the 
guidance of several Knights, who serve as counselors. Squires are to be leaders, thus, to the degree they are 
able, they are given the opportunity to lead, by running their own meetings, investing their own members, set-
ting their circle’s agenda and implementing their program of activities. 
 
Squires have fun. They meet new friends, they travel, play sports and socialize. And Squires are serious-
minded too. Squires are involved in promoting vocations, marching in defense of unborn children, feeding the 
hungry, clothing the poor, supporting Special Olympics and promoting Catholic education, among countless 
other activities. Thus, the Squires circle is an athletic team, a youth group, a social club, a cultural and civic 
improvement association, a management training course, a civil rights organization and a spiritual develop-
ment program all rolled into one. 

SQUIRES CIRCLE 

Ikechukwu R. Agbim , PFN, PGK 
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 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

                                                 Cal A. Thompson, Council Activities Director 
                                         calthompsn@msn.com                             301-249-2955 

 

Intellectual Disabilities Support Program 

“Tootsie Roll Program” 

Brother Knights: 

We have initiated the council’s Intellectual Disabilities Program, formerly 

titled the Tootsie Roll Campaign, to help people with Intellectual Difficul-

ties. Your HELP is needed to ensure that we collect donations from parish-

ioners, patrons at stores and super markets in our area. You are requested to 

volunteer an hour or more to assist in this endeavor. The Point of Contact for 

this charity program is Cal Thompson. Send him an email at 

calthompsn@msn.com and/or give him a call at 301-928-2157. 

MEMBERSHIP 

G. Emeka O. Onwezi -  Director 
  iagbim@gmail.com                              240-893-3176 

We added a new member Victor Uchegbu to 
James C. Fletcher Council on October 28, 2019.  

 

The Admission Degree (First Degree) was held 
at Prince George Council 2809 

in College Park Maryland. 
 

Victor is pictured with District Warden Jose Rivera. 
 

Please welcome Victor Uchegbu to the 
James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422. 
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 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

 Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Council Communications 
                                                         pmethvhawkinsjr@aol.com                                           301-336-0284 

Our very own Rev. Robert P. Boxie III led us in prayer at the sidewalk adjacent to the Metropolitan Family 
Planning Clinic (as part of the 40 Days for Life Campaign), located at 5915 Greenbelt Road, College Park, 
Maryland, on Wednesday, Oct. 30th at 7pm. Printed programs were provided as we joined with hundreds of 
thousands of people around the world praying the Vespers from the Liturgy of the Hours.   
 
We prayed for an end to abortion and for those men and women who feel as though they have no hope.  In-
cluded in the gathering were Grand Knight Fidelis Ajudua, Deputy Grand Knight Peter Methodius and Tom 
Trunk. 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 
iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family of Sir Knight Dr. Vincent and Lady Dr, Julie Agubokwu have been members of St Joseph Catholic 
Church since 1997- 22 years. They are blessed with seven children. All have been active in the Parish programs 
at one time or the other. 
  
Chukwuma, the oldest was a Youth Ministry Leader and Lector. Uzoamaka was also a Youth Ministry leader. A 
member of the Children of Virtue Dance Ministry and a Lector. Nnedi was a member of the Youth Choir, and 
the Children of Virtue Dance Ministry. Ikenna, was an altar server and is a 4th Degree member of the Knights of 
Columbus. Azubuike, is an Altar server, the Vice Chief Squire of the Martin Luther King (MLK) Squires Circle 
and Youth Ministry Treasurer. Ugochukwu is an Altar Server, while the youngest Chimma is a member of the 
Youth Choir. Dad, Sir Knight Vincent is a 4th Degree Member of the Knights of Columbus and serves in the 
Hospitality Ministry. Mum, Lady Julie is a member of the Sodality here at St Josephs, and has served in the Hos-
pitality Ministry. She coordinated the St. Joseph Wellness Symposium & Health Fair. She also coordinates well-
ness programs at other churches in the Washington DC Metro and Nigeria. 
  
The Agubokwu Family are members active participants in programs of the Saint Joseph Community of Africans 
& Friends. The Agubokwus believe that besides prayer, the best way to serve God is through service to humanity. They 
very much cherish and practice the heavenly virtue of charity and derive a lot of fulfilment from it. 
  
 

Drs Vincent and Julie Agubokwu  
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              COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
                         J. Bernard Broadus, Past Grand Knight 

    bbroadus53@gmail.com                                     301-262-2350 
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BOX OF JOY 

Brother Knight Ruthven J. Blake leads the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 Box of Joy Program.  If 
you are not yet familiar with Box of Joy, now in its 3rd year as a Maryland State Council program, we 
pack shoe boxes of Christmas presents and send them to some of the world’s poorest children, many of 
whom have never received a Christmas present before. Last year, 58,030 children in El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Nicaragua, Haiti and the Dominican Republican were served by the Box of Joy Program. Mary-
land Knights packed and delivered more than 1,500 of those Boxes.  
 
Supporters of this program includes not only Fletcher Council members, KC Ladies Auxiliary and St. 
Joseph Church parishioners as well. Shown above, receiving a box to place her gifts in is Lady Sharon 
Thompson of the KC Ladies Auxiliary. 
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Two court cases, one currently being considered, the other soon-to-
be, raise numerous questions about when a child has legal rights 
and under what conditions. 

In California, David Daleiden, Sandra Merritt and three others 
associated with the Center for Medical Progress are being tried for 
surreptitiously videotaping conversations of Planned Parenthood 
officials, who were discussing the organization altering abortion 
procedures to harvest marketable baby body parts.  In closing argu-
ments for the preliminary criminal hearing, the California attorney 
general stated “that a fetus is not a ‘human being’ or a ‘person’ 
within the meaning of the” state Penal Code.   Since a fetus occa-
sionally will survive an abortion procedure, one of the defense 
attorneys said this argument implies that in California killing a 
“fetus” born alive during an abortion is not considered infanticide. 

This view is not unique to the California prosecutor. Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam, a physician, defending a state bill that would allow 
late-term abortions, stated that if a child should survive an abortion 
“the infant would be resuscitated if that’s what the mother and the 
family desired, and then a discussion would ensue between the 
physicians and the mother.” Their option for the infant – life or 
death! 

Washington Sen. Patty Murray, in objecting to the Born-Alive 
Abortion Survivors Protection Act, said that the choice to let a baby 
who survives a failed abortion die is up to "a woman and her doc-
tor."  These were virtually the same words used by a Planned 
Parenthood official when she testified before Congress. 

Is infanticide becoming acceptable in America, at least for children 
who survive a botched abortion?  Since when do all children born 
alive not have the protection of the law?  Does the Fourteenth 
Amendment -- “No State shall…deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law” -- apply only to certain 
births, but not others? 

Should a child surviving an abortion attempt not be entitled to re-
ceive the same immediate, lifesaving care as would any other child 
born at the same gestational age?  

If a physician can legally deny medical care to a child surviving an 
abortion and let it die slowly, why is taking action to kill it quickly 
illegal?  Why was Kermit Gosnell convicted? 

If an abortion survivor can legally be left to die, how long can the 
baby linger before the inaction becomes infanticide?  One minute?  
One hour?  One day?  

A mother carrying twins may go into premature labor and deliver 
one child, before her labor stops.  The second child may be born 
several days, weeks or even months later.  In that interim period, 
one twin has the protection of law, the other does not.  Does this 
make sense? 

If a woman delivers a child, but within moments decides she does 
not want it, should she be allowed to let it die? 

If partial-birth abortion is illegal, how can killing a child in the 
womb immediately before delivery or purposely letting it die after 
delivery be legal? 

These questions and others about the rights of the pre-born and 
newly-born are raised not only by the Daleiden-Merritt trial, but by 
an upcoming Supreme Court case.  The Justices recently agreed to 
review June Medical Services v. Gee, in which abortion advocates 

are challenging a Louisiana law that requires abortionists to have 
admitting privileges at a nearby hospital. 

Although this case will not directly affect the legality of abortion, it 
may indicate how the Supreme Court will treat state laws that set 
limitations on when and under what conditions abortions can be 
performed.  An increasing number of states are enacting TRAP 
laws, which target the regulation of abortion providers.  They have 
banned abortions based on disability, sex, after a child is viable 
outside of the womb, can feel pain, or when a fetal heartbeat is first 
detected, among other restrictions. 

While TRAP laws aim at protecting the unborn child and mother, 
there are wide variations among the laws that have been passed, 
even among those with the same purpose.  If states can ban abor-
tions after the child can live outside of the womb, why do some 
states set 28 weeks as the limit for abortions, others 26 or 24 
weeks, when children are known to survive as early as 20 weeks or 
less of gestation? 

If the aim is to prohibit abortion when the preborn child can feel 
pain, what should be the gestational-age limit?  The American Col-
lege of Obstetrics and Gynecology holds that a fetus cannot feel 
pain until the third trimester of pregnancy, that is, at about 27 
weeks.  The Charlotte Lozier Institute, in contrast, claims that a 
fetus can feel pain at 20 weeks or earlier.  Some neurologists have 
found that a fetus is “extremely sensitive to painful stimuli” start-
ing at the 15th gestation week.  Advanced 4-dimensional ultra-
sounds show that a fetus may react to noxious stimuli at 8 weeks or 
less.  Still others hold that as pain is subjective its onset cannot be 
inferred from anatomical developments.  With such a lack of agree-
ment, should not the laws reflect a cautious approach and prohibit 
abortions after the minimum possible age of pain consciousness? 

If the aim is to protect the fetus after a heartbeat is detected, when 
does this occur?  Vaginal ultrasounds show heartbeats occurring at 
5-1/2 to 6 weeks of gestation, although science has detected heart-
beats at 22 days.  Some scientists, however, claim these are not true 
heartbeats, but flutters caused by the developing heart’s ability to 
fire electrical signals, as the heart does not become a four-
chambered organ until week nine.  When, one may ask, is a heart-
beat a heartbeat? 

The Supreme Court’s ruling on the Louisiana law will be carefully 
analyzed, for other TRAP law cases are likely to follow.  Justice 
Harry Blackman, in writing the majority opinion in Roe v. Wade, 
stated that when it is established at what point “the fetus is a 
‘person’ within the language and meaning of the Fourteenth 
Amendment,” the case for abortion will collapse “for the fetus’ 
right to life would then be guaranteed specifically by the Amend-
ment.” 

Science has shown that life begins at conception.  The nearly half-
century of legal battles over abortion will continue until the Su-
preme Court considers the question of when the living, fetal child 
gains personhood. 

 

REFLECTIONS 
Larry P. Grayson - Life Activities 

 

When is a Child a Child? 
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KC LADIES AUXILIARY HAD A WAIL OF A 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 
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A guy is sitting quietly reading his paper when his wife sneaks up 
behind him and whacks him on the head with a frying pan. 
 

"What was that for?" he asks. 
 

"That was for the piece of paper in your pants pocket with the name 
Marylou written on it," she replies. 
 

"Two weeks ago when I went to the races, Marylou was the name of 
one of the horses I bet on," he explains. 
 

She looks satisfied and apologizes. 
 

Three days later he's again sitting in his chair reading when she nails 
him with an even bigger frying pan, knocking him out cold. 
 

When he comes to, he says, "What was that for?" 
 

"YOUR HORSE PHONED!" 

* * * 

Three guys are fishing on a lake when an angel appears in the boat 
with them. The first guy gets over his shock and humbly says to the 
angel, "I've suffered from back pain for years. Is it too much to ask 
that you help me?" The angel touches the man's back, and he feels 
instant relief. 
 

The second guy points to his Coke-bottle glasses and asks if the an-
gel could cure his poor eyesight. The angel tosses the man's glasses 
into the lake. When they hit the water, the man's vision clears, and he 
can see everything distinctly. 
 

The angel now turns to the third guy, who throws up his hands in 
fear. "Don't touch me!" he cries. "I'm on disability!" 

* * * 

When my mother was called for jury duty, she felt confident of her 
ability to answer the questions asked of prospective jurors. 
 

As a young attorney, I had filled her in on what to expect. 
 

Asked about the occupations of family members, Mom answered, 
"My son is a lawyer." 
 

As a follow-up, she was asked if she had ever used the services of an 
attorney. 
 

"Only to mow my lawn." 

* * * 

My wife, a registered nurse, once fussed over every pain or mishap 
that came my way. Recently, however, I got an indication that the 
honeymoon is over. 
 

I was about to fix the attic fan, and as I lifted myself from the ladder 
in the attic, I scratched my forehead on a crossbeam. Crawling along, 
I picked up splinters in both hands, and I cut one hand replacing the 
fan belt. On the way down the ladder, I missed the last two rungs and 
turned my ankle. 

 

When I limped into the kitchen, my wife took one look and said, 
"Are those your good pants?" 
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy                                           Dale  W. Trott 

McNamara Chapter President               Jack Giacalone 

District Deputy                                       Michael P. Akpan 

District Warden                                      Jose Rivera 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain                                       Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

Associate Chaplain                      Rev. Robert P. Boxie, III 

Assistant to the Chaplain           Deacon Steven Nash 

Grand Knight.                            Fidelis K. Ajudua 

Deputy Grand knight                Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 

Chancellor.                                Harold M. Countee 

Warden.                                    Robert B. Sistare, PFN 

Financial Secretary                    John O. Grier, FN 

Recorder.                                  Gerry K. Anderson 

Treasurer                                    Harold F. Sanders, Jr., PFN 

Lecturer.                                   Calvin A. Thompson 

Advocate                                   Edmund J. Gary, PFN 

Trustee 3 year                             Terrance Holmes, FDD, PFN, PGK 

Trustee 2 year.                           J. Bernard Broadus, PGK 

Trustee 1 year.                          Alan M. Davis, PGK 

Inside Guard.                             Charles N. Okpah, PGK 

Inside Guard                               Christopher I. Nwabinelli 

Outside Guard.                           Gilbert V. Neblett 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“SURVEY TIME” 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and at time to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight 

Fidelis K. Ajudua 
ajudua32@gmail.com & vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

 

**NOVEMBER- 2019** 
 

02    Maurice E. Sutton 
05    Justice Delcarmen 
09    Neba K. Fuh 
12    Michael Atabongakeng 
15    William H. Bell, II 
15    Mark e. Blenkle 
17    Baffour Owusu-Adjei 
18    Ikechukwu Agbim 
19    Bishop Roy E. Campbell 
20    Kingley N. Anuruawo 
20    Alan M. Davis 
20    Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 
22    Terrance Holmes 
24    Vincent U. Akas, Jr. 
29    Fidelis K. Ajudua 

 

“The Joy 

Of An  

October 

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**NOVEMBER* 

01           All Saints Day 
02            All Souls Day 
03            State Soccer Shootout, Archbishop Spalding HS 
03            Daylight Saving Time Ends 
07           Fletcher Council Meeting 7:30 PM 
09           MD State Council Wreath Laying Ceremony 
               Tomb of The Unknown Soldier, Arlington Cemetery 
11            Veterans’ Day 
12           Silver Rose Prayer Service, St. Joseph Church, 7 PM 
17           State Council Memorial Mass & Reception, Holy Family 
                Catholic Church, Mitchellville, MD 
20           McNamara Chapter Meeting, Fr. Peter Paul Maher  
               Council 6793, Memorial Mass & Silent Auction, 7:30 PM 
21            Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
24           Christ The King 
28            Thanksgiving 


